MARKVILLE SECONDARY SCHOOL

SWITZERLAND & ITALY TRIP

MARCH BREAK 2010

THURS., MARCH 11-SAT., MARCH 20, 2010
The following itinerary is planned for the Switzerland- Italy Extended Student Study Trip for Markville Secondary School.  Please note that some variation can take place in the time allotted per activity, depending upon circumstances at the time (i.e. Tour guide schedules, private coach schedules, airlines times, etc.) This is a 10 day student study tour trip which departs from Toronto on Thursday evening, March 11, 2010 and returns Saturday evening, March 20, 2010.  We will, therefore, miss one day of school.  The planning committee will ensure that “free time” is at a minimum and that teacher chaperones are aware of their responsibilities.  EF Educational Tours will be providing us with a tour guide for the duration of the trip in both countries.
We are aware that the YRDSB will not support any activity deemed to be “high-risk” and have reflected that in the itinerary planning. We have attached the Ministry expectations to be covered by all the students participating – depending on which course they are taking in either FSL/International Languages or Geography – the students are in Grades 10-12 and will be taking one or more of the courses required in order to be on this trip during the school year 2009-2010. 
DAY ONE

3:00 pm – students meet in front of Markville Secondary School with their luggage, a head check is conducted, and participants are transported by school bus to the Toronto International Airport along with teacher chaperones.

4:30 pm- approximate arrival time at the Toronto International Airport, ticket distribution and check in.  Head check.

8:30 pm – Head check. Depart from Toronto airport for Zurich, Switzerland. Overnight flight. Dinner and breakfast aboard the plane.

DAY TWO

9:00 am – Arrival in Zurich airport in Switzerland. Check out of airport. Head check. Meet EF Tour guide, leave airport, and have a guided educational city tour of Zurich by bus. Then we will be escorted by bus to the city of Lucerne. 

12:00 pm -1:00 pm – Arrival in Lucerne and transport to hotel (TBA).  Head check.  Set up rooms with preset doubles, triples and quads.  Students have time to acclimatize themselves and get settled in before an afternoon walk in Lucerne to see the sights.

Have some lunch in the hotel restaurant with the chaperones. 

3:00 pm – Afternoon walk with tour guide and chaperones to see some of the sights. 

5:00 pm – Return to hotel to get ready for the evening.  Head check at 7:00pm.
Switzerland-Italy, Markville SS





Page 2
7:00 pm- Head check in hotel lobby.  Time for dinner at the hotel.  Evening walk afterward with chaperones seeing more sights and the Swiss Alps as the hotel is located in the Central Swiss Alps region. 

10:00 pm – Return to hotel.  Bed check at 10:45 pm.

11:30 pm – Room check and lights out for everyone.

DAY THREE

7:00 am- Wake up call to students. 

8:00 am – Breakfast in the hotel. Head check.

9:00 am – Meet with Tour guide for a guided walking tour of Lucerne to see the historical sites and discover the geographical importance of Lucerne and the area (1 ½ hrs) followed by free time to do some tourist shopping with chaperones. 

11:30-1:00 pm – Break for lunch in assigned groups. Head check.

1:00 pm – Meet with Tour guide to go to Lake Lucerne for boat trip (optional). 

2:30 pm – Return and take Cogwheel railway to top of Mount Pilatus.  Head check.

3:00 pm – Group has 1 hour here to look around and take spectacular pictures of the Swiss Alps and the Lakes.  Chaperones are with their groups at all times. Head check.

4:00 pm – Group returns by Cable-car and gondolas to bottom of Pilatus, at Kriens. Head check. More photo opportunities here.

5:00 pm – Back in Lucerne – some more free time before returning to hotel to relax and get ready for dinner. Head check. Students are with chaperones at all times. 

8:00 pm – Dinner at hotel and then an evening walk in Lucerne to enjoy the sights.  Return to hotel and pack up because tomorrow is an early morning and we leave for the Italian Lakes Region. 

11:00 pm- Bed check – reminder to pack it up and request early wake up call. 

DAY FOUR

7:00 am – Wake up call – head check

8:00 am – Breakfast in the Hotel
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9:00 am – Head check. Board the bus and depart for the Italian Lakes region.  Transfer to Lake Como (3hrs).

12:00 – Arrival at Lake Como Have quick lunch and leave luggage in bus – bus driver will guard locked luggage. Head check.

1:30 pm – Lake Como Cruise (1 hr).  After cruise, do a head check, then group will go to hotel and check in. 

4:00-6:30 pm – students – unpack and shower, etc.  Dinner will be at 7 pm

7:00 pm.  –Dinner at the hotel.  Afterwards, an evening stroll around Lake Como with chaperones.  Return to hotel by 10:00 pm. 

10:45 pm.- Bed check – very early morning tomorrow. 

DAY FIVE 

6:30 am – Wake up call and head check – breakfast will be on the bus

7:30 am – Leave for Venice after head check by bus. (3hrs 30mins) 

11:00 am. – Arrive outside Venice and take water taxi to Venice (20 mins).  Meet the local guide for your walking tour- starts at St. Mark’s Square. (1 hr 30 mins).  Tour ends with a visit to a glassblowing demonstration of famous Venetian glass. 

1:30 pm – Free time for lunch and shopping with your chaperones – perhaps a gondola ride is possible here! 

3:45 pm – Depart Venice and return to Lake Como Region. 

7:30 pm – Dinner at the hotel with a walking tour afterwards.

10:45 pm – Bed check – early departure tomorrow. Pack up – we leave for Florence.
DAY SIX  

7:00 am – Wake up call – and head check 

8:00 am – Breakfast at hotel 

9:00 am – Check out of hotel and load the bus – head check and leave for Florence. 

(4hrs) 
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1:00 pm – Arrive in Florence; check into hotel.  Students rest and organize themselves in their rooms. 

2:30 pm – Go out for lunch with chaperones in area surrounding hotel- which will be in the central region of Florence.  Go for a walking tour with guide to see some sights. 

5:00 pm – Return to hotel. Head check.  Get some rest. Get ready for dinner. 

7:30 pm – Dinner at a local restaurant. Head check before leaving hotel.  After dinner – a walking tour of another area of Florence by night. 

10:30 pm- Return to hotel. Head check.

11:15 pm – Bed check.  Early morning tomorrow.

DAY SEVEN 

7:30 am – Wake up call. 

8:00 am – Breakfast at the hotel- head check 

9:00 am – Leave for guided tour of Florence – see the Giotto tower, the Baptistery, the Golden Bridge, the Medici family home, etc. (2 hrs).  Tour ends at the leather workshop for a demonstration.  

11:00 am – Uffizzi Gallery Museum – to view the magnificent art of Florence including Michelangelo’s sculpture of David and many other Renaissance pieces of art.  1-1/2 hours in the museum itself.  

1:30 pm – Break for lunch in assigned groups with chaperones and time for shopping.

4:30 pm – Return to hotel. Rest and get ready for dinner. Pack – tomorrow we leave for Rome. Head check.

7:30 pm – Dinner at a local restaurant or at the hotel.  Free time after dinner to do an evening walk with tour guide and chaperones. Make any phone calls home as well. 

10:30 pm- Return to hotel.  Pack up.  Head check.  Bed check in ½ hour!

11:00 pm- Bed check! 
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DAY EIGHT

6:30 am – Wake up call and bed check! 

7:00 am – Breakfast in hotel 

8:00 am – Check out and board bus and leave for Rome via Assisi. Head check.  (2hrs 30 mins)

10:30 am – Just before arriving in Assisi where St. Francis lived, the group will have a food demonstration and pasta tasting!!. (45 mins) 

12:00 noon – Arrive in Assisi. – Tour guide will orientate group and give us 3 hours to have lunch, explore the town, the Basilica, the castle and take spectacular  pictures of some picturesque mountainous regions, and perhaps meet some of the people, all on foot.  Students are with chaperones at all times. 

3:00 pm – Depart Assisi and transfer to Rome. (3hrs 30 mins) 

6:30 pm – Will arrive in central Rome – hotel TBA in central Rome.  

7:00 pm – Dinner at a local restaurant in central Rome or at hotel.  Rome by Night trip by Tour guide with chaperones to see Rome at night. 

10:30 pm – Return to hotel – bed check in ½ hour. 

11:00 pm – Bed check. Very early morning tomorrow!!!

DAY NINE 

6:00 am – Wake up call! 

6:30 am – Breakfast – ½ hour only – No tardiness acceptable!!

7:00 am – Departure from hotel for the Vatican Museum. Head check.

7:30 am – Line up for the Vatican Museum. 

8:00 am – Tour guide leads walking tour of the Vatican Museum, the Sistine Chapel, and St. Peter’s Church. (3hrs 30mins)

11:30 am – Quick lunch and souvenir shopping. Head check.

12:30 pm – Drive to Collosseum. (30 mins) 
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1:00 pm – Visit the Colosseum with guide.  (1 hr inside Colosseum). Head check.

2:30 pm-  Drive to Trevi Fountain. Throw your three coins to return one day!! (20 mins)  Guide leaves group at this point.

3:00 pm – Group with chaperones has free time to visit Trevi Fountain, Pantheon, and Piazza Navona.  Piazza di Spagna will be visited here as well.  Tour guide will arrange to meet with group afterwards. Students are with chaperones at all times. Head check.

6:00 pm – Return to hotel to get ready for dinner.  Head check. 

7:30 pm – Dinner in central Rome at a restaurant.  Evening stroll after dinner to see Rome by night once more.

10:30 pm – Return to Hotel – and pack. Head check.

11:15 pm – Bed check. We leave for home tomorrow. 

DAY TEN

7:00 am – Wake up call and bed check. 

8:00 am – Breakfast at hotel. 

9:00 am – Check out of hotel and board bus for airport – do a head check.  Arriverderci Roma!! Transfer to Leonardo Da Vinci Airport for flight home to Toronto Pearson International Airport.  Expect to arrive at airport 3 hours before flight leaves. 

Return home is expected Saturday early evening.  Students will be transported by school bus back to Markville Secondary School where their parents will be waiting to pick them up in front of the school parking lot. The designated time of pick up will be given to the parents prior to departure at the final meeting in February 2010.

